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BoTales Banner Banter and Editor’s Remarks 


Thanks again to Chris Dempsey for taking time out of his 
busy schedule to create the cover banner for this BoTales issue. 
The banner coin chosen for this BoTales issue is a little unusual. 
OHNS member Art DelFavero snagged it off eBay. It’s cross 
between a hobo nickel, love token and just plain beautiful art. 
Art did a little research and determined it is most likely from the 
Victorian era and is U.S. in origin utilizing Japanese Shakudo 
' metal technique. An overlay consisting of gold, copper and 
_ silver has been applied over a U.S. large cent. The Hojo 
_ Japanese family crest is found on the sail. Hojo was one of the 
most powerful warrior clans in Japan in the Sengoku period. 


I want to suggest you take time to read the “Carver Spotlight” 
article on Duane Caldwell found on page 12 even if you’re not 
interested in contemporary hobo nickel carvers. The true life 
story of his grandmother and her interactions with hobos is a 
very interesting read. 


Also a big thanks to Erin Leigh for all the great photos appearing in this BoTales issue! 


Left to right in photo above are Duane Caldwell, President Carol Bastable, ““Abe Lincoln” and myself. © 


You Have Choices 
It’s past time to pay your 2020 OHNS dues in 
order to stay on active rolls and continue to receive 
BoTales. Dues options can be found on page 15. You 
may send a check to our Secretary or use PayPal. © 
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BoTales Publishing Schedule 


Issue Deadline for Submission Publishing Date 
Vol. 29, No. 2 May 1, 2020 May 15, 2020 
Vol. 29, No. 3 Aug. 1, 2020 Aug. 15, 2020 
Vol. 29 No. 4 Oct. 15, 2020 Nov. 1, 2020 
Vol. 30, No. 1 Feb. 1, 2021 Feb. 15, 2021 


This schedule is dependent on the timely submission of articles 
and pictures for each issue. Send your material to OHNS Editor 
Ralph Winter (see page 3) 
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2020 OHNS Hobo Tokens 


2020 OHNS tokens (obverse and reverse by Steve 
Adams) are ready to be shipped to OHNS members. 
The member price is $35 per set (copper and silver) 
including postage or $24 for the silver and $18 for the 
copper. 2019 tokens are the same price. 


Pictured: Silver Obverse and Copper Reverse 


2017 2016 


Silver and copper 2016, 2017 and 2018 tokens are 
also still available. The member price is $29 per set 
(copper and silver) including postage or $20 for the 
silver and $15 for the copper. 


Please submit your order_to: Art DelFavero. 
Art’s address is found at left. Checks are to be made 


out to the Original Hobo Nickel Society or OHNS. 


The 5" printing Guidebooks are available at $28 
postage paid and “The Hobo Nickel” slide show DVD 
is available for $10. A PC or laptop with CD drive is 
required to view files. Old issues of BoTales are also 
available for purchase. Contact Art for details on any 
of these items. Art also has pin-back buttons available 
for sale. The price is $5 each and $2.50 postage for 1 
or 2 buttons. 


OHNS is now offering: 

25 years (1992-2017) of 

BoTales issues on an 

USB flash drive. Cost is * 

$35 including postage for members and $45 for 


nonmembers ofr = 
25 Years of 
BoTales 
1992-2017 


OHNS. Several issues 
that were originally 

printed in black and white have a number of pages 
with color photographs. © 
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2020 OHNS Hobo Tokens “A Hobo Love Story” SszitXec nen: 


OHNS is pleased to eed 
announce the release 

for sale of 2020 OHNS 
Hobo Tokens. They 
have again — been 
designed and dies cut 
by OHNS member and 
engraver Steve Adams 
of Grove City, Pennsylvania. 


A blueberry pie 


cooling off on a sill? 


Say, whatcha 
dreamin’ ’bout, 
Buffalo Nick, 


With your old 
derby hat 
and your 


bindle stick? 


A big jug of moonshine <| 
fresh from the still? 


Before the economy 
went rack and ruin, 
Miss Penny was born 
with the ol’ silver spoon. 
You’d woo this fine lass 
with a half-smoked cigar? 
She's danced with the 


Don’t tell me now you’ve got eyes 
for Miss Penny! 
Her suitors are legion 
(by that [ mean many). 
Winning her over, 
now THAT’D 


be atrick! 


* For awashed-up old f 
hobo like Buffalo Nick. 


This year’s design is based on the romance 
of OHNS mascot Nick O’Honis and _ his 
significant other Penny O’Copper. Penny was 


...at the malnourished 


go daisy you think 


Keep your old fiddle--- 
she’s waltzed in Paree. 


Save your cold grog, 
she likes hot English tea. iY 


: : gL 
nicknamed by member Dennis “Books” Flowers vron’t win het; ey) 
: she’ll look down ne ty 
Tucker in a contest held in 2008. her nose. Bit) 


You ain’t 
worth 


Sets of one silver and one copper tokens 
are priced at $45 to the public and $35 to 
OHNS members. Individual silver tokens 
will retail to the public for $30 and $24 for 
OHNS members. In turn, individual copper 
tokens will sell to the public for $22 and 
$18 to club members. See page 3 for sales 
contact information or go to club website 
www.hobonickels.org. © 


Nick, you’re a gentleman, 
kindly and charming. 
But mind me, old friend: 
your delusion’s alarming. 
If your clothes 
ain’t enough, 
then your whiskers 
will stop her. . . 


a nickel 
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President’s Message 
By Carol Bastable 


A lot happened at FUN. Photos (in this issue) will 
say a thousand words so I will spare some and just 
thank all our volunteers and staff that made it another 
great show. It takes a lot of good help to setup the 
bourse table, to communicate with and educate show 
goers, and demonstrate carving at the table. Then 
there is the meeting with officer reports, awards, and 
a hobo souvenir gift. Following that up is the auction 
and working staff, not to mention the time and work 
involved in the making of the catalog and all those 
QD reports for auction coins. 


Some topics I would like to touch on: 


1. OHNS is looking for a Quality Designation 
volunteer(s). Currently we only have two active QD 
people and the workload has been too great over the 
last year. Until we can find a new volunteer we have 
to limit QD submissions to only those for the auction 
coins. Our current QD people will help train a new 
volunteer. 


2. OHNS is still looking for a bourse agent: to 
handle setup, pack up, and storage of our show 
supplies. Hours spent working the table can be 
flexible. The bourse agent also compiles the list of 
volunteers to work the show and applies for the 
bourse tables at FUN. 


3. We have a very interesting Carver Spotlight in 
this issue. Had Duane Caldwell not come to this 
year’s FUN show, I might not have heard his 
backstory and we would have all been denied his 
“spotlight” story. A head’s up, he had a personal link 
to hobo nickels in his family tree 


4. OHNS is going strong with its dedication to 
YNs. We stay very busy with the YN Treasure 
Trivia program, where YNs come to the table to find 
out the answer to a trivia question about hobo 
nickels. This year’s question involved our “grading” 
or QD designation. It illustrates how we are different 
from regular coin grading standards. We also gave 
away a free YN membership to Brandon (pictured 
above right with his mom Amy). He had been the 
recipient of a free hobo nickel just two years ago. 
Brent Pearson gifted OHNS with some of his hobo 
nickels to help fund YN activities. The coins have 


been used as gifts and to provide YN memberships in 
OHNS. Brandon may one day grow up to be a carver 
as he expressed some interest in it. His mom said that 
he really likes coming by to see us. © 


a ee | ORT 


A new 5" edition printing of the Hobo Nickel 
Guidebook by Stephen P. Alpert was authorized by 
the OHNS Board at the January F.U.N. Convention 
and is now available for sale. Price for OHNS 
members is $28 ($35 for non-members). Please 
contact Art DelFavero (see page 3). © 
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2020 OHNS Annual Meetings 


The annual Board of Directors Meeting was held 
on Saturday, January 11, 2020 followed by the 
society’s General Meeting. 


ORIGINAL 
HOBO NICKEL 
SOCIETY 
BOARD 
MEETING 


OHNS members Steven Adams and Joe Paonessa 
were voted honorary life memberships. Ralph Winter 
announced Donald Farnsworth’s decision to resign 
from the OHNS Board at January F.U.N. 2021. 


Sandy Pearl gave the Treasurer’s Report. The 
2019 starting balance was $21,646.39. Ending 
balance was $20,694.28. Sources of income during 


the year included $2,512.50 in membership dues, 
$350 for one life membership, $150 for the Archie 
Taylor Scholarship Fund, $2,650.00 from sales of 
tokens, books, pins and DVDs, $1,556.35 from 
PayPal for dues and donations, and $1,851.32 from 
OHNS Auction fees. Total income for the year was 
$9,103.74. Total expenses for 2019 were $10.055.85. 
Included are $3,832.44 for BoTales (printing & 
mailing), $1,051.58 for Honorariums, $1,175.00 for 
an ANA Sumer Seminar Scholarship, $3,297.43 for 
tokens, books, shipping, QD photos and postage & 
insurance, and $700 transferred (catchup) to CD for 
Life Membership. The above balance does not 
include over $15,302.34 plus interest Certificate of 
Deposit (held to cover Life Members). 


Sandy also reported on the progress the society is 
making toward achieving 501(c)(3) status. OHNS is 
currently a 501(c)(7) club. There still is some 
paperwork that needs to be completed and filed. 
Progress will be posted on the OHNS website. 


Ralph Winter presented the Secretary’s Report for 
Secretary Becky Jirka. As of January 4"" there were 
212 members who had paid through 2020 or beyond. 
The 212 includes 9 foreign members, 10 comp 
members and 77 (2 new in 2019) life members. 
Besides the 212 paid members, there are an 


additional 133 current members who had not yet paid 
there 2019 dues. There were 37 new members who 
joined during 2019. 


Board Member Emeritus Bill Fivaz, who was 
unable to attend this year, reported by telephone that 
there were no applicants for a 2021 ANA Sumer 
Seminar Scholarship. Member Susan Cremering, 
along with President Carol Bastable, is shown 
holding phone up to the microphone for all to hear. 
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A committee was appointed to try to find someone 
to serve as bourse agent. The committee members are 
Doc Yancho, Candace Kagin and Sandy Pearl. 


The board voted to suspend most QDs for hobo 
nickels, limiting only for coins going into the annual 
auction. The reason is due to the workload and 
presently only having two QD Examiners. More on 
this elsewhere in this issue (President’s Message on 
page 5 and article found on page 15). Hopefully, this 
will only be a temporary situation. 


Board member Art DelFavero reported OHNS had 
run out of Hobo Nickel Guidebooks. A motion was 
made and passed to order a new 5" printing of 200 
Guidebooks. These are now available. 


At this year’s meeting, six of the seven 2019 
Literary Award winners were present at the Annual 
Meeting. The winners include Carol Bastable, 
Kimzie Cowart, Art DelFavero, Erin Leigh, Joe 
Paonessa, = Pearl, and aa Rothfield. 
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Each award winner was 
presented with a certificate and a 
token engraved by OHNS member 
Andy Gonzales with their name 
and year (2019) on the token 
reverse. A very special thank you 
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from all for Andy’s beautiful engraving. 


I (Ralph) want to thank all the award winners for 
their contributions to BoTales and a VERY BIG 
THANK YOU to Andy Gonzales for his superb 
engraving. 


This year’s Editor’s choice award for best article 
went to Carol Bastable for her article “Hobo Nickel 
Satire” which appeared in the fall 2019 (Volume 28 
Issue 3) BoTales. 


This year we also awarded Kimzie Cowart a 
special token and certificate award for his 21 years of 
hobo gag gifts created for the OHNS members who 
attend the annual meeting. 


Member Kimzie Cowart did not let us down in his 
21" year. Most of you are aware that hobos used to 
communicate with other hobos by using symbols for 
various purposes. So this year Kimzie created tiles 
with hobo symbols on them and what each means 


(Continued on next page) 
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2020 OHNS Annual Meetings continued. 
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You too can have your own 2020 OHNS gag gift tile 
with hobo symbol. The tile is FREE, but Kimzie asks 
you to pay $5.00 each to cover postage. Send a check 
made out to J. Kimzie Cowart (not OHNS) and mail to 
3230 Buckingham Lane, Cocoa, FL 32926-6614. © 


OHNS Auction 28 


| 


After the conclusion of the OHNS Annual 
Meeting, we held the 28" annual auction under the 
guidance of auctioneer Allen Cowart. (at the table is 
Ralph Winter and Auction Manager Marc Banks.) 


In this year’s auction there was a nice variety of 
classic and contemporary carvings as well as some 
canceled token ties, token trial strikes and a variety of 
old postcards. 


Waiting for Auction to start. Tyler Tyson in foreground. 


Lot 41, an above average “Hunchback” two-sided 
classic carving brought a hammer price of $7000! 


The 60 auction lots realized a total hammer price 
of $31,930. See back cover for all prices realized. © 


Note from Auction Manager 
By Marc Banks 


The prices realized in OHNS’s Auction 28 in 
January showed that interest in hobo nickels is as 
strong as ever. This was the most successful OHNS 
Auction in several years. The average price per lot 
was over $500. 


I would like to express my gratitude to everyone 
who helped with, consigned lots to and participated 
in this year’s auction. Special thanks goes to Don 
Priebe, Brent Pearson, Catherine and her husband the 
late Albert Hall for their donations which contributed 
to the success of this year’s auction. I would also like 
to thank Craig Zechman for his help setting up the 
auction software. It makes running the auction so 
much better. As usual, our auctioneer Alan Cowart 
made the auction fun for everyone who attended. 
Thanks Alan! 


If you plan to consign lots to next year’s auction 
do so early as we will be limiting the number of lots 
to 80. Please contact me prior to sending items, so we 
can ensure they meet the auction requirements. I hope 
I will see many of you in Orlando next January. © 
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Introducing ‘“‘Cosa Nostril”’ 
Marc Banks, RM538, Don Wolfe, RM981, Stephen Alpert, HLM10, and Art DelFavero, RM552 


In 2017 I was looking through the Hobo Nickels on eBay at just the right time and purchased a well-carved classic (1) 
being offered as a “Buy It Now”. This typical style carving depicting a bearded man wearing a domed hat with a 
crescent-shaped brim was the work of a talented artist who skillfully employed peening, punching and engraving 
techniques. Not too long afterwards a carving (2) clearly by the same artist appeared on eBay. This example was won by 
Don Wolfe. This year (2019) OHNS Archivist Art DelFavero located a third match (3) hiding in Steve Alpert’s Hobo 
Nickel Guide Book. This carving resides in Steve’s own collection. After looking through his own collection, Art found a 
fourth example (4) that had gone unrecognized to that point. One of the more obvious characteristics of these carvings is 
the enlarged nostril. After considering several nicknames, it was decided that “Cosa Nostril’” was a fitting name. 


The carving characteristics for “Cosa Nostril” are as follows: 


1) An altered profile including modifications to the nose including a noticeably enlarged nostril. 

2) Domed hats with ledge- or butterfly-shaped bows on the band and crescent-shaped brims. Hat slants downward 
towards the back of the head. The front brim points towards the left of Lin LIBERTY. 

3) Punched hair, moustache and beard. The tip of the beard nearly reaches the rim of the nickel. 

4) Ears show some variation, but all are nicely detailed and positioned close to the hat brim and below the rear of the 
bow on the hat band. 

5) Alteration to the eye). 

6) Tall collars reaching to the bottom of the beard and jacket lapels. 

7) Examples 1 through 3 have 1 or two bumps that may represent the top of a tie or a button(s). 

8) Nicely dressed fields; LIBERTY left intact. 

9) Dates both present or removed on these examples. 


Introducing ‘“The Shadow” 
Marc Banks, RM538 Chris Dempsey, LM64 and Arturo DelFavero, RM552 


About six years ago I purchased a group of classic hobo nickels. Among these was a distinctive carving (1) of man 
wearing a domed hat that appear a little too big for his head, it sits down over the top of his ear and low over the forehead. 
This character had carved hair and a stubbly punched beard. Friend and fellow collector Chris Dempsey purchased a 
second work (2) by this same unknown carver some time later sporting the same hat with a large bow at the center of a 
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wide band and long pointed brim, facial hair and tall collar. We tucked these carvings away and waited to see if 
a third match would appear. It was a long wait, but our friend and OHNS Archivist Art DelFavero recently 
(2019) won an unmistakable third example (3) on eBay. What struck all of us was the stubbly beard that looked 
like a “five o’clock shadow”, thus we are naming the talented artist of these three carvings “The Shadow”. 


The carving characteristics for ““The Shadow” are as follows: 


1) Carved hair and stubbly moustache and beard. The latter gives the impression of a5 o’clock shadow. 

2) Large domed hat with a wide band, large bow and long pointed brim. The front brim passes through the “E” in 
LIBERTY. 

3) The hat sits down over the top of the ear. 

4) The ear is slanted back. Examples 1 and 2 display interior detail. 

5) Slight modifications to the nose. The chin has been blunted and the jaw line straightened. 

6) A tall collar sits above the shoulder and reaches to the bottom of the hairline and beard. 

7) Fields are recessed and well dressed. LIBERTY is left intact. 

8) Darkened hair and beard give the carving excellent contrast. 

9) The three examples are dated 1916 through 1918. 


Introducing ‘“‘Goat Beard” 
Art DelFavero, RM552 


In 2019 I was able to purchase a fine hobo nickel with some very distinct and memorable features (example 
1). One of the attributes that stood out was a long skinny beard end that hung off the chin. I knew that I had seen 
another by the same artist offered as a lot in one of our earlier auctions. Soon after I found a photo that 
confirmed this (example 2). A couple of months later while perusing the archives a third match showed up via 
the QD file section (example 3). At this point the criteria had been met to proceed with proper nicknaming 
protocol. The aforementioned scraggly beard end reminded me of a goat’s chin, which of course inspired the 
nickname “Goat Beard”. Example 4, provided by Marc Banks, while missing the thin neck and extended beard, 
it has most of the other elements (hat, notch at the bridge of the nose, mouth) of the Goat Beard carvings and a 
strong resemblance to the second example (punched eye). Example 4 is deemed to be a variation of “Goat 
Beard.” 


1 


The carving characteristics for “Goat Beard” are as follows: 


1) Well-rounded derby hats with adorned bands and heavily turned down brims. 
2) C-shaped engraved ears. 

3) Engraved and punched head and facial hair. 

4) A long skinny beard end that that almost meets the coin rim. 

5) Eyebrows over enhanced eyes. 

6) Long, thin necks with Adam’s apples. 

7) Profile, mouth modifications and notches above nose. 

8) Simple extended collars and shoulder areas. 

9) LIBERTY and dates left intact with 1917 date added on first example. 
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Duane Caldwell 


Duane “Buzzardjaws” Caldwell grew up hearing 
stories about his grandmother giving a helping hand to 
hobos that found their way to her house. Caldwell in fact 
includes his grandmother’s history in the educational 
tutorial he uses at craft fairs where he sets up to sell his 
coin engravings and carvings. He conveys a typical story 
told to him and at the end of it he says, “This woman may 
very well have been named Pauline Caldwell, my 
grandmother.” For the stories told are real and personal. 
They are actually quite surprising because they even 
include accounts of “rare coins” offered to his 
grandmother! 


Caldwell’s grandmother recounted that the hoboes 
always had this rare and valuable nickel that they wanted 
to trade. It generally had a hobo’s face on it although she 
remembered some looking like coal miners and one like a 
civil war soldier. Pauline Caldwell lived in West Virginia 
so the coal miner theme may have been a popular image 
there and everyone had some ancestor that was in the Civil 
War. The hoboes always had some story of how they 
came by the “rare” nickel and never was she told that the 
hobo himself had carved it. Pauline knew the stories were 
not true but she had said that they were always 
entertaining and the men needed a helping hand. 


Duane Caldwell added that his grandmother was very 
nurturing and caring. Friends he brought to her house 


by Carol Bastable RM576 


were always fed and welcomed. The hoboes in his 
grandmother’s stories were also fed and allowed to sleep 
on the covered back porch. Pauline said that the hoboes 
were a bit like stray cats, they frequently came back again. 
But there were also new ones that found her their way to 
her house. She was never sure how they all found her, 
although she lived near the train tracks. She occasionally 
watched the hoboes getting off the train and she recounted 
that they would look around on the ground and here and 
there. After scanning the area for a minute or two, they 
would then look straight up at her house and start walking 
over. Pauline did not know anything about hobo symbols 
leaving helpful instructions for others but you can be sure 
there were directions to her house and details about a kind 
lady. 


After years of hearing his grandmother’s stories and 
the rare nickels offered in trade for meals, Duane Caldwell 
said, “Let’s see some of those nickels.” His grandmother 
responded, “Oh, I never took their money, you never take 
anything from a man down on his luck.” Instead she told 
the hoboes to keep their nickels for their next meals. 


Duane Caldwell was about twenty years old when he 
had asked to see the nickels but had no such luck. In his 
twenties he also began metal detecting so he went back to 
his grandmother’s neighborhood and asked the neighbors 
for permission to look around in their yards for coins. He 
had hoped that maybe one had been dropped but sadly he 
never found any. It was not until he was forty years old 
that he saw his first hobo nickel and that was only because 
he did an online search. While his father and grandfather 
had introduced him to coin collecting, he had never 
happened on a hobo nickel. He had regularly asked at 
local coin shops to see if they had any but they never did. 
Caldwell finally decided he was going to have to make his 
own hobo nickel if he was ever going to be able to see and 
hold one in person. 


About five years ago, at the age of Sixty, Caldwell did 
more online research. He went to U-Tube and watched 
videos by Shaun Hughes, Keith Pedersen, and Jerry 
Morales. He learned the most from Shaun Hughes and 
especially liked his video instruction on making your own 
tools and a power engraver. Caldwell did attempt to make 
a power engraver but adapted the instructions and used 
materials already on hand rather than have to buy certain 
parts. It did not work out so well for him and he did not 
pursue it further. Caldwell exclusively uses hand tools 
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and that is also by choice because he feels it is preserving 
the original history of the hobo nickel. 


Caldwell uses wooden drawer pull knobs as handles 
for his gravers. He grinds and shapes masonry nails and 
drill bits and mounts them in the wooden handles. He 
even tried using an old stainless steel spoon once that he 
ground down. His masonry nails are also made into tools 
for stippling and he has one for burnishing out fine 
scratches. He supplements with just a few modern 
conveniences. Square shaped engraving or die sinking 
stones were ordered from a jeweler’s supply company and 
are used for smoothing out areas of his carving. A basic 
microscope was purchased at a yard sale to help him see 
his work and is far different from what professional 
engravers use. 


Se 


Duane Caldwell has always been artistic and also likes 
historical items. While he had art classes in elementary 
school, he never pursued art classes in high school. 
Rather, he was interested in music and was in the band. 
His is more of a natural talent and his interest in art has 
emerged in his life in different forms and at different 
times. Caldwell said he has always been artistic and 
enjoys making things for a few extra bucks. Before the 
hobo nickels, he made pen and ink drawings for a time 
and then miniature lead figures. 


In college Caldwell studied mechanical engineering. 
His innate artistic talent helped him in making superb 
blueprints but after college; with a degree, 4.0 average, 
and a quality portfolio of drawings, he was told he was 
overqualified. West Virginia companies did not want to 
pay for a fancy degreed candidate and preferred to get 
someone just starting out and train them. With problems 
getting hired in his field, he went to work for the 
department of highways and then a rock quarry until he 
found his way to a career with the post office. Even with 
near perfect scores on the test, it took a few tries getting in 


because he did not have a military service background. 
Caldwell retired after thirty-seven years as a postman. 


Now he has time for his hobo nickel art and has been 
testing the waters by setting up to sell at different venues. 
His first few were sold on eBay after being encouraged by 
another carver to list them. A year after that he set up at a 
farmers’ market with a twenty coin inventory. He sold 
four or five. Then he bought a tent for outdoor shows and 
was invited to the Heritage Festival. There was interest in 
his work and at the following year’s Heritage Festival he 
was asked to give a talk on the craft and he received a free 
booth. The next time they had him demonstrating but his 
tools got rusted in the elements and he had to go back to 
just giving a talk the next year. With several shows under 
his belt, he began to meet other vendors and started 
networking with them about other shows that were 
available in the surrounding area. That was where he 
heard about the Hinton Railroad Days Festival about an 
hour away from his house. It was held in a historic 
railroad town and proved to be his best show (prior to 
FUN). 


The train history at Hinton complimented the hobo 
nickels. At that show, patrons already had an interest in 
trains. At the other shows, patrons have random interests 
and have to be educated in both coins and hobo culture. 
Caldwell is preforming a service to numismatics by 
bringing information to a world outside of the coin hobby. 
Bringing new collectors into the fold is one of the biggest 
challenges to the coin hobby as a whole. Having listened 
to Caldwell recreate his tutorial to would be patrons, I 
found him to be a very good speaker. 


Caldwell also had practice with public speaking at civil 
war reenacting and relic events. He found his way to 
those through a combination of metal detecting, casting 
miniature figures, and his love of historical items. 
Caldwell enjoys metal detecting and especially searching 
for Civil War relics. One of the things he finds is called 
camp lead. Soldiers would collect the enemy army’s 
ammunition and melt it down and recast it into proper 
sizes for their own guns. Often metal was spilled in the 
process. Caldwell used that lost metal and cast miniature 
soldiers with it. He also made up an informational card 
for those people purchasing a figure. He titled them, “One 
Less Bullet.’ He wrote about possible people and 


offspring of people whose lives might have been saved 
with having that one less bullet in the war. He sold a few 
on eBay but had issues with people then copying his idea. 
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Now his attention is turned to hobo nickels and he is 
excited about what he is doing. He signs all his coins 
“BUZZ” and his inventory has grown significantly from 
his humble beginnings. He got his nickname when he was 
working at the rock quarry. Everyone there was given a 
nickname. His first was “High Pockets” because he was 
tall and skinny. He was a bit self-conscious and wanted to 
look more macho so he decided to grow a beard. The look 
was not exactly what he expected so he tried another style 
with long sideburns that wrapped into a mustache. Then 
one day the workers and the foreman got on him about his 
new look. One chimed in, "Why are you trying to grow 
that fuzz on your face, it looks like some old buzzard’s 
jaws.” Everyone laughed and a new nickname was born. 
“Buzzardjaws” mentioned that all his “signature hobo” 
carvings have sideburns that hook into a moustache. 


Caldwell has an interesting story that weaves through 
his life from ties to nickels and hoboes through his 
grandmother to a love of art and history. The history is 
what influences his art now with his choice of handmade 
tools keeping in line with what some hoboes might have 
used. He also favors traditional hobo nickel themes but 
some of his love tokens styles have a decidedly modern 
flair. 


Caldwell started out using hammer and chisel in a 
unique method he adapted for himself. Caldwell points 
the tool toward himself when he hammers. Normally one 
carves away from the body to avoid being stabbed if the 
tool slips. As he has progressed he has moved more to his 
hand gravers and the hammer is now just used for his 
stipple punches. Since his only formal instruction came 
from video clips, he has had to discover some engraving 
methods for himself. 


To place an outline of an image onto the coin he is 
working on, he has his own unique method. He buys 
transparent mailing labels (probably similar to velum) and 
prints the image to size on the paper. Then he sticks the 
image to the coin and uses an X-Acto knife to cut an 
outline. It did take some practice to cut the lines precisely. 
And, his finished engraved lines are just as precise, to the 
point at which his letters and numbers almost look like 
they were stamped in with an alphabet punch set. To cut 
his finished lines he uses a very fine rocking motion with 
his gravers. His engineering and blueprint background 
have probably played some role in a desire for precision. 


With his quality use of line it is no wonder that 
Caldwell’s coin art also transitions into the world of love 
token art. Love tokens are two dimensional and rely on 
linear designs. They also come laced with sentiment as 
they were gifts and remembrances among loved ones and 
family. With all of Caldwell’s coin art, both hobo nickel 
and love token styles; he is sentimental from his 
intertwined experiences. With his art come memories of 
his grandmother and a warm fuzzy feeling that he is 
endeavoring in something that his grandmother also had 
involvement with. It is important for him to tell her story 
at the shows he attends and to be an ambassador for hobo 
nickel art and history. © 
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QDs Temporarily Being Suspended 
By Art DelFavero, Marc Banks and Ralph Winter 


A vote was taken at the OHNS Board Meeting at 
the recently concluded F.U.N. Convention to suspend 
any QDs (Quality Designations) other than for lots 
submitted to the annual OHNS auction. The reason 
for this is that OHNS is currently down to two QD 
Examiners (Art DelFavero and Marc Banks). We 
would like to add one or two additional examiners to 
lighten the workload of the present examiners who 
presently fill a number of positions in OHNS.. 


QD Examiner is a volunteer position. We’re 
hoping one or two of you might be willing to step up 
and give the position a try. You don’t need to know 
all the nicknamed carvers nor every carving 


technique. You do need to be familiar with Chapter 3 
in the Hobo Nickel Guidebook by Stephen Alpert. 
Chapter 3 explains the Quality Designations of 
Crude, Below Average, Average, Above Average and 
Superior. Familiarity with the Del Romines’ Hobo 
Nickels (1982) and Joyce Ann Romines’ The Hobo 
Nickel (1996) is strongly recommended. 


If you decide to give the QD Examiner position a 
try, you will receive coaching and help in writing up 
a QD form. A test is given to potential candidates 
before they become examiners. 


Currently, OHNS uses a form created in MLS. 
Word. If you don’t have Word on your computer, 
OHNS will pay for a copy if you are accepted as a 
QD Examiner. 


PLEASE PAY YOUR 2020 OHNS DUES NOW! 


Original HOS Nickel Society 


Name: 

Address: 

City: Zip: 

State: Phone: 

United States 

1 Year - $20 1 Year - $35 

3 Years - $50 3 Years - $90 
5 Years - $75 5 Years - $150 
Life - $350 Life - $400 


Youth (Under 19) $7.50 
Associate (Shared mail) $7.50 


Date: OHNS#: 
Hobo Monicker: 
Email: 


Membership Choice 


International/Canada (U.S. Dollars) 


OHNS Membership 
Becky Jirka 
5111 Illinois Avenue 
Lisle, IL 60532-2015 


* Additional Donations* - 


- I agree to abide by the Original Hobo Nickel Society Ethics, available at hobonickels.org 
Signature: Date: 


**Please make all checks payable to The Original Hobo Nickel Society. Bank Requires Name to be written out in full!** 


Additional membership applications are also available at www.hobonickels.org 
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Introducing ‘The Angler” 
Arturo DelFavero, RM552 


In the year 2000 I picked up a classic (2 coin shown) from a dealer in Ann Arbor, Michigan. while shopping his store 
for estate jewelry. Initially he told me this hobo was not for sale, but he would entertain an offer from me. I told him I 
would pay $75.00; he pushed the coin my way and declared “You own it”. 


Within the last couple of years I found a couple others that had similar attributes (coins 3 and 4 shown). In March of 
2019 I gained another example for my collection off of eBay (first coin shown). When shown all four coins together, the 
usual panel of judges agreed that the nicknaming should proceed. 


Though the artist renders similar outcomes he manages to mix it up on these average but effective carvings. This fact 
makes the nicknaming process more difficult. One thing that really stood out to me was the use of 90 degree angles on 
the edge of hat brims. At this point I thought it fitting to introduce “The Angler.” 


2 


The carving characteristics for ‘“The Angler” are as follows: 


1) Short derby hats with a central raised ridge within the hatband. 

2) Kidney-shaped ears with scooped out centers. 

3) Head and facial hair created with a beading tool. 

4) No hair running over forehead on three examples. 

5) Hair and cropped beard ends abruptly at top of neck. 

6) Long neck lines ending with dissimilar simple collars. 

7) No profile alterations. 

8) LIBERTY and date remain on two. LIBERTY and date removed on two 
9) The front end of the hat brim extends to the left of L in LIBERTY 


Introducing “Jungle Master” 
Fred Avan, RM908 and Arturo DelFavero, RM552 


Some years back, Fred Avan showed me a nickel that he had purchased while we both attended the F.U.N. Show 
(example 2). Immediately I told him of an existing match that I had seen somewhere before, and that I would begin the 
hunt upon returning home. It took me some time, but eventually a match surfaced (example 1). This year I was able to 
secure a third offering by the same artist via eBay (example 3). 
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One thing that stood out about these carvings was the way the sideburns extended in a straight linear patch to 
the top and bottom of the beard. The hair on the backside of the head did nearly the same. This carving 
technique created a barren area of clean metal that extended from the bottom of the ear to the top of the collar. 


Fred had noticed that the artist had rendered a hat that resembled a safari style design. Needless to say, some 
of the original names focused around a safari guide hunter theme. In the end Fred and I settled on “Jungle 
Master’ as the nickname of choice. 


The carving characteristics for “Jungle Master” are as follows: 


1) 
2) 
3) 
4) 
5) 
6) 
7) 
8) 
9) 


A domed, safari style hat; showing adorned hatband with bow, and cigar shaped brims mostly extending to rim. 


Punched beard and hair running parallel down neck. 

Juvenile ears tucked under brim on example 1 and 3. 

LIBERTY partially visible. 

Dates removed. 

V-style collars on example 1 and 2, with bow tie on 3. 

Adorned lapel and shoulder areas, example 1 and 3 match the closest. Bow tie on example 3. 
No or little profile alterations with consistent alterations to field. 

Eyes enhanced on example 1 and 3. 


Introducing ‘“‘Chopper”’ 
Fred Avan, RM908 


I bought #1 on January 24, 2017 on eBay from Gus Green. In May of 2017, Art DelFavero called to let me 
know a match (Carving 2) had just been sold on eBay. Fast forward to January 4" 2020 when my wife was 
looking through the old website, set up and maintained by Verne Walrafen, for a match to a coin I was looking 
for. She called me to look at a coin she thought was a match to these 2; and lo and behold, it was. She found it 
on the Jan 1 2008 De Zwerver Dossier #8 (middle of the left side). I have nicknamed this unknown carver 
“Chopper” after the teeth he added to Carvings 1 and 3. 


The carving characteristics for “Chopper” are as follows: 


1) 
2) 
3) 
4) 
5) 
6) 
7) 
8) 
9) 


Number | and 3 have mouth open with teeth showing otherwise profile unaltered. 
High dome hat with straight brim touching front rim of coin to left of L in LIBERTY. 
Large ear sets back and touches back of hat bow. 

Carved and punched hair, beard, and mustache. 

Simple slightly-curved line collar. 

Date and LIBERTY left on. 

All on early date coins. 

Field behind head nicely cleaned. 

Number 1 was gold plated at one time with some gold still showing. 
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Introducing “‘Brew Master’ 
Arturo DelFavero, RM552 


I recently received an e-mail inquiring about a newly acquired hobo nickel owned by a non-member (#2). Upon 
viewing, I noticed it was a match to a coin that I have owned for a number of years (#1). I also remembered that Member 
Chris Dempsey had sent me a photo of a third double sided specimen rendered by the same artist. 


All three coins were similar in technical execution and all included Hebrew writing. I decided to focus on the Hebrew 
aspect by splitting the word to He- Brew. The nickname “Brew Master’ was created by combining the second portion of 
the segmented word with a reference to the masterful and unique creations of this artist. 


1 


The carving characteristics for “Brew Master” are as follows: 


1) All exhibit Hebrew writing. 

2) All have adorned shallow derby hats with long brims. 

3) Ears are very close in manufacture. 

4) Head and facial hair is punched. 

5) Profile modifications on two. 

6) Use of engraving, punching, and liner tool shading. 

7) Very similar collars. 

8) Dates obliterated with LIBERTY mostly removed on two. 


Introducing ‘“‘Chisel Chin” 
Arturo DelFavero, RM552 


In 2013 I was able to secure a coin through a private auction which positively matched a specimen featured in 
Romines’ book two, ( 2 and #3). Del Romines believed the plate coin to be a Neo-Bo or modern. A subsequent QD form 
by examiners Romines and Fivaz re-classified the status as a Classic Era production. Good fortune led me to another 
match at the 2020 F.U.N. Show (#1). 


One thing that stood out about the artist’s subject was a very pointed and protruding beard. This rare feature was also 
singled out in the aforementioned QD of the third coin. With this in mind I thought it would be fitting to nickname this 
artist “Chisel Chin.” 
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The carving characteristics for ‘‘Chisel Chin” are as follows: 


1) Pointy chisel shaped beards that almost meet the coin’s rim. 

2) Derby hats with slightly curved down long brims, textured crowns on two. 
3) Kidney shaped ears. 

4) Head and facial hair created by wriggle cutting. 

5) Hastily cleaned necks with no collars. 

6) Front of hat brim points to B or E in LIBERTY. 

7) LIBERTY and dates left intact. 

8) Rendered on mid to late dated Philadelphia mint issued host coins. 


Introducing “*Chex Mix” 
Arturo DelFavero, RM552 


My first purchase at the 2020 F.U.N. is what I considered a gambler’s special (#1). Upon initial viewing I 
experienced a gut feeling that I had seen an example of this artists work before. Searching the old website, I 
found what I believed to be a match (#2). Soon afterwards a third surfaced via an O.H.N.S. auction lot 
submission (#3). 


Oddly none of the featured subjects were the same, in other words nicknaming would come down to devices 
and techniques utilized by the artist. I submitted my findings to the powers that be, and all agreed that these 
were the works of one person. Noticing that all had checkered shoulders, I decided to nickname this artist 
“Chex Mix” due to said shoulder and the mix of different subjects. 
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The carving characteristics for ““Chex Mix” are as follows: 


1) Original Native American subject is smoothed down from top of head to the rear of head. 
2) Though different, all hats are engraved and shaded in a similar fashion. 

3) Engraved C or kidney shaped ears ranging in size with little added internal detail. 

4) Beards, moustaches, and hair produced with a liner tool. 

5) Same amount of exposed facial area. 

6) Profile alterations. 

7) Smoothed fields that remove date and LIBERTY. 

8) Tall collars sitting above checkered shoulders. 

9) Eye alterations on two. 
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Selected Classic Hobo Nickel Sales from Recent eBay Sales 


* 


Unknown $62 “Sam Francisco” $368 


Unknown BIN $350 


Se 


Unknown $50 


Unknown $208 


“Heritage Hank” $218 


“Billy Acher” $67 


Unknown $332 


tin Sa 
Unknown Two-sided $263 


“Peanut Ear” $170 Unknown $255 


Unknown $9 Unknown $224 


BIN Best Offer $495 


Unknown BIN $150 


“Sweet Lips” BIN $253 
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Member Quests 
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Three’s A Match 


Maybe you own the 3™ example in your collection 
that matches one of the pairs of nickels on this page. 
If so, you can collaborate on the nicknaming of said 
artist. Contact the editor if you have a match (see 
page 3). 

The first pair below has been submitted by members 
Fred Avan, RM 908 and Marc Banks, RM 538 


These two hobo nickels have been submitted by 
member Stephen Alpert, HLM 10 


These two hobo nickels have been submitted by members 
Art DelFavero, RM 552 and Brent Pearson, RM 1475 


New Members Since BoTales 2019 #4 


RM-1625 
RM-1626 
RM-1627 
RM-1628 
RM-1629 
RM-1630 
RM-1631 
RM-1632 
RM-1633 
RM-1634 
RM-1635 
RM-1636 
RM-1637 
RM-1638 
RM-1639 
RM-1640 
RM-1641 
RM-1642 
RM-1643 
JM-1644 

LM-1430 
RM-1645 
RM-1646 
RM-1647 
RM-1648 
RM-1649 
RM-1650 


Eugene McCarthy 
John Bair 
Kathleen Mercer 
Wonda Baugh 
Gary Widdick 
Taren Alman 
Richard Genett 
Randy Wimmer 
Kevin Balka 
Kathleen Long 
Holly McKenzie 
Gabriel Acevedo 
Martin Stockbridge 
Gary Settell 
Randall Kostick 
Mary Moore 

Curt Nordine 

Dane Bauman 
John Waterman 
Braden Mecsko 
Duane Caldwell (New LM) 
Edward Welch 
Corey Callahan 
Marissa Panigrosso 
Matt Salzberg 
Wayne Smith 

Dean Chesnut 


Art DelFavero and U.S. Mint mascot Layla 


NY 
NY 
CA 
KY 
KS 
MO 
NY 
SD 
PA 
FL 
UK 
TX 
UK 
OR 
CA 
VA 
MI 
Cr 
FL 
PL 
WV 
SD 
CO 
PL 
NY 
TX 
TN 
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Some Recent eBay Sales of Modern Hobo Nickels & Hobo Style Carved Coins 


fy = : ES 
Steve Phelps $79 Bill Jameson Two-sided $140 


Jackie (J) Allen $65 


Dwayne Wolosiewicz $701 


r 


Matthew Petitdemange $35 Aaron Lujan $28 


yo 
v7) 


Howard Thomas $204 


Unknown $56 Bill Jameson $95 Frank Brazzell $23 Andrey Shamakin $207 
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HOBO EPHEMERA 


BY CAROL BASTABLE RM #576 


Postcards: Beyond the Graphics 


When it comes to collectible postcards for hobo nickel folks, graphics of hoboes and trains are on point. 
However, many collectors never look beyond the graphics. I recommend taking the time to actually read some of 
the messages handwritten on the postcards. While some handwriting can be hard to decipher, it can be worth the 
time and effort. Some postcards have only short “hi and how do you do” messages but others can be lengthier. 
Some of that also has to do with when the postcard was printed and mailed. On the earliest cards, one whole side had 
to be dedicated to the mailing address and the picture side had little area left in which to write any kind of significant 
message. Divided back postcards were not introduced until March of 1907. On those cards, half of one side was for 
an address and the other half was for a message. With the introduction of the divided back, the picture side was 
saved then for just the decoration. 


Every now and then a handwritten message on a card just stands out and grabs you. That is the case for the card 
pictured here. It would appear that it was written by an actual hobo that took the time to write to a family member. It 
is also on a hobo themed train card, making it all the more interesting. At the top of the card is an address, 3024A 
Easton Ave. “Just Arrived” is printed on the card and below that the personal message reads: “8:20, | hr. late. Have 
had one square meal so far. It wasn’t no canned goods either. Have bummed two meals, guess will have to buy 
supper. This is my private car, guess I will return in it someday. Alfred.” On the left hand side of the card is an 
additional note, “We have a stove about the size of — x; 
a peanut.” : 4A awe 


ea 
a) 


An Ce ees 


This postcard has both a January 28" 1:30 am 
1907 St Louis MO cancellation mark and a 5 % 
hour later Jefferson City MO mark. While it just 
predates the divided back style postcard, the writer | 
of the card managed to use every bit of white VEZ oe 
space possible on the picture side in order to . Sp AM 
convey a very interesting message. There are some pn eee M0 Ca, 
collectors that do not like cards with writing on the gs 
picture side and immediately dismiss them from 
their collections, but collectors need to keep in Reet, Ghia Sg 
mind that on postcards pre 1907 there is always , 
going to be some small amount of writing unless 
the card was never mailed. There had to be at the 
very least a name written on the front so the 
recipient would know who it was from. 


—_ 0 AM Se 
THIS SIDE /S EXELUSIVELY Fe dG AZ. 


The extent of writing on this postcard would 
normally be viewed as a distraction to those 
collecting cards for their pictures. However in this 
case, the text should add to its collectability as it is 
on topic with the theme. And for those truly 
interested in the hobo lifestyle, it is priceless. It is 
the first hobo message I have come across in 
roughly twenty-five years of collecting postcards. 


MRS a Joasers, CHicaeo, ILL, 
C3 


A 


T 
a 
{ 
f 
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Prices Realized - OHNS Auction #28 - January 11, 2020 


Hammer prices are given below. Net $ amount includes the 10% buyer’s fee. 
M = Lot sold to a mail bidder. 


Lot# Hammer Net Lot# _ Hammer Net _Lot# Hammer Net 
1 $70.00 $77.00 26 $240.00 $264.00 51 $275.00 $302.50 
2 M~ $150.00 $165.00 27 $275.00 $302.50 52 $3,000.00 $3,300.00 
3 M = $260.00 $286.00 28 $110.00 $121.00 53 $80.00 $88.00 
4 $170.00 $187.00 29 $2,700.00 $2,970.00 54 $55.00 $60.50 
5 $85.00 $93.50 30 $3,700.00 $4,070.00 55 M $350.00 $385.00 
6 M_ $250.00 $275.00 31 $150.00 $165.00 56 M $170.00 $187.00 
7 M_~ $150.00 $165.00 32 M _— $210.00 $231.00 57 $70.00 $77.00 
8 $90.00 $99.00 33 $80.00 $88.00 58 M $225.00 $247.50 
9 $80.00 $88.00 34 $220.00 $242.00 59 $80.00 $88.00 
10 M — $45.00 $49.50 35 $250.00 $275.00 60 $150.00 $165.00 
11 $80.00 $88.00 36 $425.00 $467.50 
12 $280.00 $308.00 37 $25.00 $27.50 TOTAL $31,930.00 $35,123.00 
13 $900.00 $990.00 38 $110.00 $121.00 
14 $80.00 $88.00 39 $60.00 $66.00 
15 $50.00 $55.00 40 $675.00 $742.50 
16 M_ $375.00 $412.50 41 $7,000.00 $7,700.00 
17 $60.00 $66.00 42 $75.00 $82.50 
18 $260.00 $286.00 43 $110.00 $121.00 
19 $975.00 $1,072.50 44 $375.00 $412.50 
20 $275.00 $302.50 45 $250.00 $275.00 
21 $500.00 $550.00 46 $3,400.00 $3,740.00 
22 $120.00 $132.00 47 $130.00 $143.00 
23 $500.00 $550.00 48 $250.00 $275.00 
24 $200.00 $220.00 49 $250.00 $275.00 
25 $50.00 $55.00 50 $350.00 $385.00 


Don’t Put It Off a Day Longer! 


eta Please check Your BoTales Mailing Envelope Address 


If “LAST ISSUE” appears above your name on the envelope 
: You need to pay your 2020 OHNS Dues NOW! 

Annual dues are now $20/year* (make checks payable to Original Hobo Nickel Society or OHNS) 
Please help OHNS by promptly submitting your dues payment & any donation to our Secretary: 
Becky Jirka, 5111 Illinois Ave, Lisle, IL 60532-2015 
*See page 15 for more dues options (International & Canada are listed in U.S. dollars) 


You may also use PayPal to renew your OHNS dues 
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